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AWN Strategic Plan on Reclamation 

 

Vision: 
By recognizing our role as caretakers of the Earth and the value of our traditional 

knowledge, we provide guidance, leadership and work in partnership to achieve 

environmentally sustainable development and biodiversity, so that future generations can 

live a traditional way of life. 

Our Elders tell us:  
 We have to look at the whole picture 

 TK cannot be compartmentalized 

 Can never just do one thing, everything is interconnected 

Desired Results: 
1. AWN members live in a healthy environment with clean air and water. 

2. Members have the opportunity to hunt, fish, trap, gather and use the land. 

3. Wildlife are healthy and safe to eat.  

4. Threatened species and species of significance to AWN are a part of the landscape 

for future generations. 

5. Disturbed land is reclaimed to a habitat that supports biodiversity and native 

vegetation, including plants and animals that are significant to AWN. 

6. Development is guided by an AWN land use management plan that is eco-system 

based, holistic, and is inclusive of TEK. 

7. Environmental assessments fully take into account potential cumulative effects. 

8. AWN benefits from environmentally sustainable development without compromising 

our traditional values. 

9. Traditional knowledge, historical resources and oral history are maintained. 

10. By engaging its members, AWN demonstrates environmental leadership. 
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Values, Goals and Indicators 

VALUE: Water 

GOAL: Watersheds are uncontaminated, abundant and available to support 

all life within 5 years from the completion of reclamation activities. 

 
Strategy 1: Evaluate surface water quality and flow volumes of water bodies in the 

reclaimed landscape.   

Action Steps:  

1. Continue water chemistry monitoring and assess flow volumes in 

water courses exposed to development activities.  

2. Continue environmental effects monitoring (eg. for fish and food web 

organisms) 

 

Strategy 2: Evaluate ground water quality and flows in the reclaimed landscape.  

Action Steps: 

1. Monitor water chemistry and flows (eg. springs) 

2. Ensure local activities do not disrupt, alter or dry out existing aquifers, 

including naturally occurring springs. 

 

Strategy 3: Identify and assess wetlands and develop site specific protective plans.  

Action Steps:  

1. Identify and inventory existing wetlands (eg. including fens, bogs and 

marshes, peatlands, etc.) and develop site specific plans. 

2. Ensure local activities do not destroy, alter or dry out existing 

wetlands.  

 

Indicators: 

1. Fish populations and aquatic communities’ dynamics. 

2. Selenium levels in fish tissues and food chain organisms. 

3. Selenium levels and other toxic substances in water (eg. Mercury, Cadmium, 

etc.) 

4. Condition of wetlands (ecological and hydrological factors) 

5. Number of reports on badly tasting or odorous water. 

6. Number of reports on abnormal or unhealthy fish and decreasing 

populations. 
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VALUE: Biodiversity 

GOAL: The landscape supports biodiverse communities and habitats, 

encouraging natural succession to allow for all species to contribute equally 

within a naturally occurring cycle following reclamation activities. 
 

Strategy 1: Ensure the reclaimed landscape maintains an equally diverse and stable 

community of plants and animals comparable to undisturbed adjacent landscapes. 

Action Steps:  

1.  Conduct ongoing monitoring of the area to assist with indicators 

2. AWN to work with operator to plan re-contouring and re-vegetation to ensure 

communities are biodiverse and reflect traditional environmental 

knowledge.  

 

Strategy 2: Ensure the eco units on the landscape will be biodiverse (eg. Grasslands, treed 

areas, rocky terrain, slopes etc.) 

Action Steps:  

1. AWN to work with operator to plan re-contouring and re-vegetation to ensure 

communities are biodiverse and reflect traditional environmental 

knowledge. 

2. Conduct ongoing monitoring of the area to assist with indicators 

 

Indicators: 

1. Index of ecological diversity 
2. Response of the AWN members and elders to the reclaimed landscape as 

compared to the undisturbed conditions. 
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Value: Air Quality 
Goal: Air is safe to breathe for all species and free of dust. 
 

Strategy 1: Air Quality Monitoring 

 Action Steps:  

1. Continue monitoring for particulates and other harmful substances. (eg. 

sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides etc.) 

2. Characterize any emissions of concern and determine origin.  

3. Consider cumulative effects of multiple emissions in key areas.  

 

Strategy 2: Emissions Reduction 

 Actions Steps: 

1. Continue improvements to the process for minimizing emissions of 

particulates and other harmful substances. (eg. sulphur dioxide, nitrogen 

oxides etc.) 

 

Indicators: 

1. Levels of particulates and other harmful substances in air near exposed 

communities. (eg. sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides etc.) 

2. Identification and source of any emissions of concern, in order to focus efforts to 

minimize dust and other particulate levels. 

3. Measurement of cumulative effects of multiple emissions in key areas.  

4. Reports of poor air quality events from the community. 

 

 

  



 

5 
 

VALUE: Wildlife 
GOAL: The landscape maintains a healthy and biodiverse population of 

species, spanning the food web, resulting in an increased opportunity for 

hunting, trapping and cultural use within 10 years from the completion of 

reclamation activities.  

 
Strategy 1: Develop a plan that is inclusive of species that are significant to AWN 

members for cultural use, including hunting and trapping.  

Action Steps:  

1. Maintain an inventory of species that are culturally significant to AWN 

members within a given geographical area.  

2. Ensure reclamation plan enhances habitat quantity and quality to support 

wildlife species that are culturally important to AWN members. (eg. mineral 

licks) 

3. Engage AWN members in reclamation planning and wildlife monitoring 

activities including game species and other trophic levels. 

4. Monitor the recovery of key wildlife species (eg. caribou, goats in the post 

reclamation context)  

 

Indicators: 

1. Habitat quality assessments for key species of cultural importance to AWN 

members.  

2. Habitat quality assessments for other trophic levels. 

3. Recovery of wildlife species in areas of former disturbance.  

4. Seamless ecological boundary between undisturbed and reclaimed areas.  

5. Reports on quality of hunting and trapping from AWN members. 
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VALUE: Plant Communities & Soils 

GOAL: Native and medicinal vegetation, exclusive of invasive species, exists 

on the landscape through natural succession. 

 
Strategy 1: Ensure the reclaimed landscape maintains an equally diverse and stable 

community of plants comparable to undisturbed adjacent landscapes. 

Action Steps:  

1. Conduct ongoing monitoring of the area to assist with indicators 

2. AWN to work with operator to plan re-contouring and re-vegetation to ensure 

communities are biodiverse and reflect traditional environmental 

knowledge.  

 

Strategy 2: Develop plans to protect and enhance the growth of plants used for cultural 

purposes in the reclaimed areas.  

 

Action Steps:  

1. Maintain an inventory of plant species that are culturally significant to AWN 

members within a given geographical area.  

2. AWN to work with operator to establish and create conditions conducive to 

the existence of plants of medicinal significance in reclaimed areas.    

3. Conduct ongoing monitoring of the area to assess the establishment and 

sustainability of medicinal plants.  

 

Strategy 3: Develop and implement plans to clean up sites contaminated by spills of 

environmentally hazardous substances. 

 

Action Steps: 

1. Implement cleanup plans and monitor to ensure that applicable cleanup 

standards have been achieved.  

 

Strategy 4: Develop plans to ensure the reclaimed landscape addresses erosion control 

and soil quality. 

 

Action Steps: 

1. Implement erosion control plans for remediated and reclaimed sites.  

 

Indicators: 

1. Growth, survival and coverage of medicinal plants over the long term. 

2. Response of the AWN members and elders to the availability and condition of 

medicinal plants. 

3. Acceptable soil and ground water cleanup standards (CCME and Alberta Tier 1) 
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VALUE: Cultural and Traditional Sites 

GOAL: Existing sites are maintained on the landscape and not impacted by 

reclamation activities.   

 
Strategy 1:  AWN to work with industry to identify and to take appropriate measures to 

protect important cultural and traditional sites and features.   

Action Steps:  

1. Comprehensive traditional land use records gathered and maintained in a 

database throughout the life of the project.  

2. Sites are fenced, signs are installed and buffers are established as 

recommended by AWN members prior to activity. 

3. All data in database is owned by AWN and will follow AWN guidelines of 

confidentiality.   

4. Sites are revisited as required and reports of suspected or actual impacts 

are investigated.  

 

Indicators: 

1. No recorded impacts to cultural and significant sites and features upon inspection 

post reclamation 
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VALUE: Education and Awareness 

GOAL: Government, Industry and the general public have a high level of 

awareness of local history, uses, people and language.  

 
Strategy 1: Develop and convey Interpretive material recognizing local history, uses, 

people and language to facilitate public education. 

Action Steps:  

1. Develop interpretive material. 

2. Establish interpretive material at significant areas on the landscape. (eg. 

signage) 

3. Participate in outreach opportunities to convey awareness of local culture. 

 

Strategy 2: Make opportunities and materials available to members to facilitate 

intergenerational knowledge transfer.  

Action Steps:  

1. Publish articles featuring AWN culture and history via Newsletter, social 

media, website, etc. 

2. Work with other resources to facilitate knowledge transfer. 

3. Make community outreach opportunities available for AWN members. 

4. Elders and youth site visits occur.  

 

Indicators: 

1. Number of information requests. 
2. Number of site visits. 
3. Amount of interpretive material set up and feedback. 
4. Responses to published material and community outreach. 
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VALUE: Access 

GOAL: The degree of access to reclaimed areas achieves an appropriate 

balance between ecological protection and AWN members’ ability to exercise 

Aboriginal rights and uses.  

 
Strategy 1: Negotiate and implement an access plan which addresses the above goal. 

Action Steps:  

1. Negotiate access plan with proponent which takes into account above 

balance.  

2. Monitor the implementation of the access plan and its efficacy.   

 

Strategy 2: Determine ecologically acceptable density of linear disturbance in reclaimed 

areas.  

Action Steps:  

1. Establish dialogue to discuss impacts of public access. 

2. AWN to work with local authorities and resources developers to determine 

ecologically acceptable density of linear disturbance. 

 

Indicators: 

1. Implementation of the access control plan. 
2. Effectiveness of access control measures. (eg. quad trails around barriers) 
3. Linear disturbance density.  
4. Extent of use for cultural purposes by AWN members. 
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VALUE: Aesthetics 

GOAL: The reclaimed landscape will reflect the beauty and visual qualities 

comparable to adjacent undisturbed mountain landscapes. 

 
Strategy 1: Develop a reclamation plan that has a mix of slope angles and elevations that 

approximates adjacent mountain landscapes and aesthetic values.  

Action Steps:  

1. AWN to work with local agencies and industry to develop reclamation plan 

to address the above strategy.  

2. Consult with AWN elders on the proposed reclaimed landscape plans as 

compared to the pre-development conditions. 
 

Strategy 2: Ensure the reclamation plan has a mix of vegetation communities and water 

features that enhances visual quality.  

Action Steps:  

1. AWN to work with local agencies and industry to develop reclamation plan 

to address the above strategy.  

2. Consult with AWN elders on the proposed reclaimed landscape plans as 

compared to the pre-development conditions. 

 

Indicators: 

1. The mix of slope angles on the reclaimed landscape as compared to adjacent 

mountain landscapes.  

2. The views of the elders on the reclaimed landscape as compared to the pre-

developed conditions. 

 

 


